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SUBJECT: FRG VIEWS ON FRENCH DEFENSE POLICY 
REF: PARIS 21463 

1. FRG DEFENSE AND FONOFF OFFICIALS ARE WATCHING 
CLOSELY THE CURRENT RE-EXAMINATION OF DEFENSE POLICY 
UNDERWAY IN PARIS, BUT THEY ARE SKEPTICAL WHETHER IT 
WILL PRODUCE MUCH WHICH WILL BENEFIT COMMON WESTERN 
DEFENSE INTERESTS. GENERALLY SPEAKING, FRG OFFICIALS 
CONSIDER TWO DEVELOPMENTS HAVE AWAKENED PARIS TO THE 
NEED FOR SOME KIND OF NEW RESPONSES IN THE DEFENSE 
POLICY FIELD. THE FRENCH, THEY THINK, ARE NOW MUCH LESS 
CERTAIN ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR CONTINUED US COMMITMENT TO 
DEFEND EUROPE, GIVEN THE GROWTH OF CONGRESSIONAL RESIS- 
TANCE ON REDUCING US TROOP LEVELS HERE. IN ADDITION, 

FRG OFFICIALS BELIEVE THAT PARIS IS CONVINCED, IN A WAY 
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COLLUSION ON MATTERS OF VITAL EUROPEAN INTERESTS. THE 
US-SOVIET AGREEMENT TO PREVENT NUCLEAR WAR DECISIVELY 
INFLUENCED THE FRENCH IN THIS REGARD. FINALLY, THESE 
OFFICIALS THINK THE FRENCH NOW RECOGNIZE MORE CLEARLY 
THAT CURRENT DEFENSE POLICY WILL DEPRIVE FRENCH INDUSTRY 
FROM LARGER AND MORE IMPORTANT PRODUCTION PROGRAMS WHICH 
WILL DEVELOP IN THE EUROGROUP CONTEXT IN THE NEXT DECADE. 

2. OUR CONTACTS ARE UNABLE, HOWEVER, TO GO BEYOND THIS 
BRIEF OUTLINE OF FACTS INTO A MORE GENERALIZED VIEW 
ABOUT WHAT THE RE-EXAMINATION MAY PRODUCE. THEY THINK 
THE INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION IN FRANCE MAKES IMPROB- 
ABLE ANY IMPORTANT CHANGES IN DEFENSE POLICY AND THAT 
PARIS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND OTHER FORMS OF DEFENSE 
COOPERATION OUTSIDE OF THE NATO FRAMEWORK SATISFACTORY 
TO OTHER ALLIANCE MEMBERS. HERE, OF COURSE, THERE IS 
POTENTIAL FOR FRENCH-FRG MISUNDERSTANDINGS TO ARISE. 

THE FRG WOULD NOT WANT TO EMBRACE ANY FRENCH PROPOSAL 
WHICH MIGHT DISTURB THE LINKAGE BETWEEN EUROPEAN NATO 
FORCES AND THE US STRATEGIC DETERRENT. THE GERMANS 
WOULD NOT, FOR INSTANCE, WANT TO SEE AN ANGLO-FRENCH 
NUCLEAR FORCE DEVELOPED IF SUCH A STEP WOULD AFFECT THE 
CREDIBILITY OF THE US NUCLEAR UMBRELLA. IN ADDITION, 

THE FRG WOULD NOT WANT TO SHIFT ANY EUROGROUP ACTIVITIES 
INTO A WEU FRAMEWORK; SUCH A MOVE WOULD WEAKEN A USEFUL 
EUROPEAN PROGRAM OF DEFENSE COOPERATION WHICH THE GER- 
MANS BELIEVE HAS MUCH POTENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE. EVEN 
IN THE MATTER OF BURDEN SHARING GERMAN OFFICIALS ARE NOW 
BECOMING SKEPTICAL THAT THE FRENCH, DESPITE JOBERT'S 
REMARKS LAST MONTH IN BONN, MAY BE WILLING TO ASSIST IN 
A MULTILATERAL BURDEN SHARING ARRANGEMENT. 

CASH 


SECRET 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BONN1 1762 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS CASFI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730832/aaaaaxiz.tel 

Line Count: 93 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: PARIS 21463 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06-Aug-2001 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <12-Sep-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRG VIEWS ON FRENCH DEFENSE POLICY 
TAGS: MARR, FR, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



